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	First, I would ask why they are considering dropping out. Every person has their own reasons for dropping out of school and understanding why they want to drop out can greatly affect your reaction and advice. For example, if the student is considering dropping out because they are struggling with family problems, such as the declining health of a parent, then I would advise them to drop out and return when they are able to. 

	However, that is not the case with most students. Many times, students will drop out because they do not feel they are able to keep up the pace of school, they are convinced that the job they have will be enough for the rest of their life, they are pregnant or getting married, or they decided that school just “isn’t for them”. 

	In these cases, I would advise my friend that they need to stay in school. Once you stop going, it is much harder to go back. If you go and just get it over with, you will be much better off. If you drop out now, you will regret it for the rest of your life. 

	I would advise my friend to overcome the problems they feel are making them drop out of school. For example, if they feel they cannot keep up the pace of school, I would tell them to take fewer courses. Taking a full load is stressful for just about everyone, especially if you add relationships, social lives, and work on top of the full load. It would be better for the friend to get their life under control and take fewer classes for a semester or two, rather than to drop out completely. 
	
	If they feel that the job they have will be enough for the rest of their life, I would ask them if they make enough to buy everything they have ever wanted, if they can see themselves doing the same job forever, and what their back up plan is if the business goes under or they get fired. More likely than not, they would realize that they don’t have a good answer to at least one of these questions. Helping the friend to realize what they need to change and why their ideas aren’t the most effective will help you convey your point. 

	If they are pregnant or getting married, I would ask about their plans to return to school, and encourage them to keep at least one class during that time. However, I dropped out of school for a year while I was getting married, building a house, and working full time. It was too much for me to handle when school was included in that. Obviously, I am back in school now, thanks to the efforts of my family and husband. 
